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Literacy is …



The purpose of this workshop is to share practical 
strategies to support a structured approach to 

literacy. We will share a brief overview of literacy 
research and the practical application of activities 

to support ākonga in the classroom. 



What Makes the English Language Complex?

Kane. L, Personal Communication (Literacy workshop) June 29, 2020

English is the most complex alphabetic code.

We must know the intimate details of the language we 
are teaching in order for neural pathways to be built.

The English language has…

● __ letters 

● __ sounds - Can you list one letter combination for each of the sounds?

● __ spellings of those sounds



What Makes the English Language Complex?

Kane. L, Personal Communication (Literacy workshop) June 29, 2020

English is the most complex alphabetic code.

The English language has…

● 26 letters

● 44 sounds - Can you list one letter combination for each of them?
a-e, a, b, c, d, e, ee, g, h, i, igh, f, j, l, m, n, o, oa, p, qu, r, s, t, u, ue/oo, oo (book), v, 
w, x, y, z, sh, ch, th (hard that, soft thin), aw, ar, er, ng, ou, oi, th, air, zh. 

● 264 spellings of those sounds



Simple View of Reading

Image retrieved from Massey University, 2021



Image retrieved from Staake,
 2023.





Some Approaches to Structured Literacy in Our Cluster Schools

Images retrieved from; University of 
Canterbury, 2021, IDeaL Learning 
Approach, 2023; (Little Learners Love 
Literacy, 2022); Liz Kane Literacy, 2015; 
Sunshine Online New Zealand, 2023; 
University of Florida Literacy Institute, 
2024. .



Matching Structured 
Literacy Terminology 

to the Definition. 



The Alphabetic Principle
● The alphabetic principle is the idea 

that letters and letter patterns 
represent the sounds of spoken 
language. 

● Learning assistants work with ākonga 
who are learning within different levels 
of literacy. 

● Learning assistants are also working 
with ākonga who are across a wide 
age range. 

● Our intention is to share strategies and 
activities that can be adapted across 
age ranges and learning phases. 



Using a Scope and Sequence (new curriculum S+S)
● The scope is the range of skills introduced.

● The sequence is the order to teach them (the 
lesson plan). 

● Using the Scope and Sequence that aligns with 
the texts you have the most of makes sense. 

● It is important that when you are working with 
ākonga, you know which part of the scope and 
sequence they are working within. 

Ministry of Education, 2021

These images are part of the Ministry of Education’s Early Literacy Approach.
Left: Part of the Phonics Plus scope
Above: An example of a phonics plus lesson sequence



Older Students Bringing Different Skill Sets 



Victoria State Government, 2020. 

Hasbrouck, Personal communication, 2024



Hasbrouck, Personal communication, 2024



Phoneme Terminology 

Massey University, (2021)

Phonemes and Graphemes: English is written with an alphabet, where the sounds in a word 
(phonemes) are represented by a letter or group of letters (grapheme). A grapheme represents a 
phoneme and can be a single letter or a group of letters as outlined on the grapheme tree below. 



Ensuring Clean/Pure Sounds

Sounds can be 
seen and felt. 

Encourage 
children to look at 
your mouth, and 
notice how their 
mouth feels.

Sound Foundations for Literacy, 2020

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SePU-T4S-js&t=81


How you Might Review Previous Learning for Consolidation 

Sound Pack/Rapid Review

Image retrieved from (Decodables Sound Cards – Sunshine Books New Zealand, 2024)



Hearing and Saying Sounds

Ministry of Education 2023.



David Kilpatrick - One Minute Drills 

Let’s try this routine 
together!



Supporting Blending and Segmenting

Word lists for word building, reading and spelling 
(Phonic Books, 2022).

(UFLI, 2015)

USING ELKONIN BOXES 

1. Say a target word slowly
2. Ask the child to repeat the word.
3. Draw boxes or use premade elkonin box 

template.
4. Have the child count the number of 

phonemes in the word. 
5. Direct the child to slide counter, letter tile or 

write the letter in each box they repeat the 
word.

6. Repeat for 6-8 examples. 
Reading Rockets, 2013

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tLbWh309S1k&t=8
https://www.phonicbooks.co.uk/advice-and-resources/free-teaching-resources/word-lists-for-word-building-reading-and-spelling/


Link to Roll and Read Activities

(Toolbox | U F Literacy Institute, 2025)

https://ufli.education.ufl.edu/foundations/toolbox/


Word Chains
Word Chains

1. Place the letters needed for the word chain 
activity where the ākonga can see them.

2. Build the first word in the word chain, e.g, 
‘mat’.

3. Blend/read the word.

4. Change to the next word in the chain. Use 
simple language. 

5. Identify where the change has occurred (this 
may require more support for some learners).

6. Repeat with the next word (aim for at least 6 
words).

“If this says mat 
show me pat.”

Remember - Handwriting 
is not the focus here. Use 
letter tiles if handwriting is 

is not fluent. 

Practice: nip-nap-tap-top-mop-map-sap-sip-tip

Phonic Books 2022



Reinforcing Spelling Rules (Orthography)

When is it c or k at the beginning of a word?

SO… is that the same with sc or sk?





Reinforcing Spelling Rules (Orthography)

Gentle Cindy…?





Reinforcing Spelling Rules (Orthography)

Singular to plural for words ending in ‘f’ or ‘e’?



Spelling Rule - Plural of the Words ending in ‘f’ or ‘fe’

Bank of Spelling Rules 

Calf
Leaf
Life
Scarf
Knife
Elf

https://dyslexias.blog/spelling-rules/#Rule2


Morphology

Make words out of the following 
by combining two or more.

re geo earth tract

bio port graph wood

ex worm able ology

Why is ‘ch’ pronounced differently?
 
Anglo-Saxon (old English)

●   ‘ch’ as in ‘chair’ or ‘chief’

Latin / French (Romance)
●  ‘ch’ as in ‘champagne’ or 

‘chauffeur’ or ‘chef’ (more of a 
/sh/ sound)

Greek
●  ‘ch’ as in ‘chemistry’ or ‘ache’ or 

‘orchid’ (more of a /k/ sound)

Often inconsistencies in the links 
between spelling and 
pronunciation can be found in 
word origins and morphology: 

‘sign’ and ‘signature’ 
are linked in meaning and this link 
has been maintained in spelling 
even though pronunciation has 
diverged over time.

Try out this tool: 
https://childrenofthecode.org/

https://childrenofthecode.org/


Supporting Rereading of a Text
● Know the target phoneme or patterns 

that are being taught. 

● In decodable texts, there are often 
pages at the beginning or end of the 
text to support this process. 

● Explicitly tell ākonga non-decodable 
words if they do not know them 
(including kupu Māori).

● If a sentence was difficult, reread to 
practice fluency. 

● How to approach non -decodable/high 
frequency words.

Images retrieved from Phonic Books, 2021.



Supporting Dictation

Phonic Books Ltd, 2020

● Provides the opportunity for ākonga to apply skills learned 
during literacy time. 

● While lists for dictation are available, you do not need to 
have special lists.

● You can use the decodable text the student is reading 
(ensure that ākonga have the skills to write the sounds) words 
in the sentence).



The Importance of Handwriting

The Measured Mom 
Alphabet Tracing Book

Peterson Handwriting 

Prompts 

(The Education Hub, 2022)

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pj_VKb1jDh8&t=44
https://www.themeasuredmom.com/free-alphabet-tracing-book/
https://www.themeasuredmom.com/free-alphabet-tracing-book/
https://eblireads.com/peterson-handwriting/
https://eblireads.com/peterson-handwriting/


The Importance of Handwriting

https://www.facebook.com/WGTNNZ/videos/fluent-handwriting-is-essential-to-writing-and-reading-development-in-this-post-/555544149025008/


Vocabulary Enrichment

Blabey, A. 2017.

Pig the Winner by Aaron Blabey

Tier 2
High frequency words that 
are found across subjects

Tier 3
Specialist subject 
specific language 

Tier 1
Common words of everyday speech, familiar 

to most students



Activities to Support - Vocabulary Enrichment

● Provide child-friendly definitions. 

● Give an example of the word in 
context from the story and out of the 
story context. 

Activity: create child friendly definitions for 
sob and quivering.

Blabey, A. 2017.



Teaching to Support Cognitive Load

Intrinsic cognitive 
load: use familiar, 

safe routines.   

Extraneous 
cognitive load: 

keep it short, 
simple and clear.

Germane 
cognitive load: 
Deep relevant 

learning.



Resources You May Like to Explore

Phonics Play. (2023). 

Phonics Play Comics

https://phonicsplaycomics.co.uk/comics.html


SPELD South Australia has 

a range of free resources 

for learners of all ages. 

SPELD SA, (2024)

Resources You May Like to Explore

https://speldsa.org.au/


Images retrieved from Twinkl, n.d.

Resources You May Like to Explore



Resources You May Like to Explore

(Siravo, 2022)

Mrs Siravo’s Youtube 
channel has videos 
about syllables, 
spelling rules and 
decoding that may 
engage older 
students. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=k0Lci5fUdlE


The Education Hub: Section 5, Small Group Teaching

(The Education Hub, 2022)

https://theeducationhub.org.nz/section-5-small-group-instruction/


Help Ākonga to Read and Spell High Frequency & Sight Words

(Really Great Reading, 2015)

Heart Word Magic - Read and Spell High 
Frequency Words | Really Great Reading

https://www.reallygreatreading.com/heart-word-magic
https://www.reallygreatreading.com/heart-word-magic
https://www.reallygreatreading.com/heart-word-magic


Structured Literacy Approach for Older Students
AWS - Betsy Sewell’s resources

(Games, Word Chain for Web, 2024)(Sewell, 2024)

https://agilitywithsound.co.nz/betsys-videos/


Key takeaways 
from today’s 
workshop. 
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